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Single Programming Document for Objective 2
Of cohesion region Prague 2004 – 2006

Information on SPD Obj. 2 TA for the 9th session of MC

Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance
The Commission Regulation no. 448/2004, Rule no. 11 par. 2 (originally 1685/2000, rule no. 11 par. 2) enables the Czech Republic to finance measures for the preparation, monitoring, evaluation and control necessary for the management and implementation of Structural Funds from Technical Assistance.

Based on the above-mentioned Regulation, Technical Assistance covers activities that  support effective management control and monitoring of the SPD Obj. 2 implementation.

The final beneficiaries of Technical Assistance are the SPD Obj. 2 Managing Authority, the Prague City Hall (the City of Prague), the Regional Council of the cohesion region Prague (since July 2006), the Centre for Regional Development and the Czech-Moravian Guarantee and Development Bank
. The overall responsibility for drawing the Technical Assistance funds is borne by the Managing Authority of the SPD Obj. 2.

1. FOCUS OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Measure 3.1 
This measure will finance activities supporting effective management and monitoring of the SPD Obj. 2 implementation, as they are defined in Rule no. 11 par. 2 of Commission Regulation (EC) no. 448/2004.

The measure will support the following activities under the categories of: 
Monitoring and evaluation
· Costs incurred in the SPD Obj. 2 Monitoring Committee sessions, including the costs of experts and other participants in such meetings, including third-country participants, where the chairperson of the Monitoring Committee deems their presence essential to the effective implementation of the SPD Obj. 2,

· Costs of drawing up the ex-ante evaluation and environmental impact assessments, NATURA 2000, costs of the ex-post evaluation of the programme including the expenditure on external advisors (project appraisal, ex-ante and ex-post evaluations, drafting of studies and reports on the SPD Obj. 2 implementation progress).

Inspections and control systems
· Expenditure on audits, support for the internal control system, checks on the spot and reports on them, public procurement verifications, supervision over the rules of providing state aid.

Info, publicity and specialised publications
· Drawing up studies and reports on the SPD Obj. 2 implementation progress as source materials for the sessions of the SPD Obj. 2 Monitoring Committee, including the preparation of source materials for the annual and final reports.

Management and implementation
· Costs of the preparation, selection, appraisal and monitoring of the assistance and activities related to the SPD Obj. 2 implementation at the central and regional level (with the exception of expenditure on the acquisition and installation of computerised systems for management, monitoring and information analysis),

· Expenditure on salaries including social security contributions in the case of public officials seconded temporarily by virtue of an official decision of the relevant authority to carry out the above-mentioned tasks (at central and regional level) or in the case of other staff employed to carry out tasks related to the SPD Obj. 2 implementation, provided that the period for which these persons are seconded or employed under the above-mentioned purpose may not exceed the final date for the eligibility of expenditure (the moment of the CR entering the EU, or approval of the programme) laid down in the decision approving the assistance.
Measure 3.2
This measure covers activities defined in rule no. 11(3) of Commission Regulation (EC) no. 448/2004. Specifically, the SF funding can be used for these activities falling within the categories below:

Monitoring and evaluation
· Acquisition and installation of the monitoring system, i.e. a computerised system for management and monitoring of the SPD Obj. 2 implementation and for carrying out information analyses,
· Drawing up analyses, source studies and the actual preparation of the OP for the period 2007-2013, including the ex-ante evaluation and environmental impact assessment,

· Drawing up studies and analyses monitoring the impacts of programme implementation, monitoring the progress of their implementation, suitability and effectiveness of the implementation structures, identifying the bottlenecks of the programme in order to recommend actions for operative improvement of the programme management efficiency or utilising the experience for the next programming period,
· Support for activities improving the methods of evaluation and exchange of information on good practice in implementing the Structural Funds assistance.

Info, publicity and specialised publications
· Fulfilling the requirements arising from the SPD Obj. 2 communication strategy including the organisation of information and publicity events, publishing promotional materials and carrying out analyses of impacts of such events,
· Organising seminars and workshops focused on exchanging experience among the actors involved in the programme implementation (partners, final beneficiaries and the public), cooperation and exchange of experience with other EU regions, including discussions on the future direction of the assistance in the new programming period.

2. IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Technical assistance is implemented in line with procedures set out in the “Manual for SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance” (the Manual), annexed to the “Operational Manual for the Single Programming Document Obj. 2”. The Manual is intended for the needs of preparation, organisation and management of implementation and control of the whole process of drawing technical assistance. The Manual is binding for all participants in technical assistance. The last review of the Manual was dated 1 Feb 2007 and it contains:

· The system of the manual drafting and management

· Preparation of a technical assistance project including eligible costs

· Provision of a grant including the selection of suppliers, ensuring transparency and equal approach

· Implementation of a technical assistance project

· Reports on technical assistance projects

· Checks on the projects

· Legislation

· Absorption plans and specification of responsibility in implementation

· Preparation of a TA project 

· Checks of received applications

· Providing a grant

· Drawing of funds

· Payment claim and a claim for a refund of project expenditure

· Monitoring reports on project implementation

· Verification of projects

· Solutions to non-standard situations after a project is wound up

Important projects of the SPD Obj. 2 MA Technical Assistance implemented during the reported period

1.  Project: “Ensuring the capacity for the SPD Obj. 2 management and implementation in the SPD Obj. 2 MA up to 2008”

Since the beginning of 2006, the Technical Assistance funds have been used to finance the staff involved in the SPD Obj. 2 implementation at the level of managing authorities. At the moment, 3 employees in the SPD Obj. 2 MA are paid from Technical Assistance. In this project, a total of CZK 849 441 has been paid out over the period reported, i.e. from 1 Jan 2007 till 31 Aug 2007; since the beginning of the project implementation, i.e. from 1 Jan 2006, CZK 1 560 033 has been spent. These employees have contributed to a faster refunding of the already implemented projects and to a fluent drawing of the European Union funds and, at the same time, the verification activities of the Managing Authority have been reinforced.

This staff experienced in the Structural Funds is planned to be gradually transferred to the operational programmes of the programming period 2007-2013 as the work on the SPD Obj. 2 will subside and the work on the new operational programmes will grow.

2. Projects – training of the SPD Obj. 2 MA and intermediate bodies staff
As part of preparing the new programming period 2007-2013, a portion of the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance funds was used for training activities. These activities were carried out both in the CR and abroad. The main objective was to transfer experience from the programming period 2004-2006 and to utilise such experience in preparing the new operational programmes.
3. Events under the Communications Action Plan (CAP) paid from the SPD Obj. 2 TA
Each year, the reported period not excepting, a part of the SPD Obj. 2 TA funding is dedicated to financing events organised as part of the approved CAP. In publicity, attention was focused mainly on informing the general public about successful projects implemented under the SPD Obj. 2. It was for example a short documentary on a project of the Prague borough No 12, which has been subtitled in English so that it can be presented abroad as well. The budget of that project is CZK 130,000.
3. Absorption of the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance by particular final beneficiaries
The SPD Obj. 2 MA
The total funds paid for implemented projects as of 31 Aug 2007 from the state budget were CZK 6 131 527.97, of that CZK 2 046 976.85 was spent on the City of Prague all projects, CZK 1 390 429.25 on CRD projects, CZK 93 177 on Czech-Moravian Guarantee and Development Bank projects, and CZK 2 600 944.87 on SPD Obj. 2 MA projects.
In measure 3.1, the total amount refunded by the Managing Authority from the European Structural Funds to projects was CZK 7 847 405.31 (277 398,94 €) as of 31 Aug 2007. More information are mentioned in the Interim Summarsing Implementation Report on the SPD Obj. 2.  
Allocation in priority 3
Tab. 1: Total allocation  2004 - 2006 (state budget + structural funds) 

	Priority 3
	Allocation (SB+SF) in EUR
	Alocation (SB+SF) in CZK
 

	Total allocation  
	3 557 188.00
	99 690 194.00


Tab. 2: Division by final beneficiaries 
	
	Total 2004-2006 (in EUR)
	Total 2004-2006 (in CZK)

	In %

	SPD Obj. 2 MA + CMGDB
	1 356 187.00
	38 007 141.00
	38 %

	CRD
	485 023.00
	13 592 770.00
	14%

	City of Prague + RC
	1 715 978.00
	48 090 283.00
	48%

	Total
	3 557 188.00
	99 690 194.00
	100 %


Distribution of allocation to beneficiaries of assistance (in %) 
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Plan of drawing the SPD Obj. 2 Technical assistance for 2008
Plan of drawing for 2008 was made on the base of final beneficiaries´ requests.
Tab. 1: Plan for 2008 - agregate
	Final  beneficiaries of TA
	Plan for 2008 (in CZK)

	Total
	26 935 000.00


Tabulka 2: Plan for 2008 - final  beneficiaries

	Final  beneficiaries of TA
	Total sum requested (in CZK)

	SPD Obj. 2 MA
	10 000 000.00

	CRD
	6 000 000.00

	City od Prague
	10 935 000.00

	Total requested for 2008
	  26 935 000.00


The total funds requested for 2008 are CZK 26 935 000 Kč.
List of abbreviations

	CAP
	Communications Action Plan

	CMGDB
	Czech-Moravian Guarantee and Development Bank

	CRD
	Centre for Regional Development

	CZK
	Czech crown – monetary unit

	EC
	European Commission

	ERDF
	European Regional Development Fund

	EU
	European Union

	EUR
	European Monetary Unit

	FB
	Final beneficiary 

	FR
	Final recipient

	MA
	Managing Authority

	MRD
	Ministry for Regional Development

	SB
	State budget

	SF
	Structural Funds

	SPD Obj. 2
	Single programming document for Prague Objective 2

	SPD Obj. 2 MA
	SPD Obj. 2 Managing Authority

	TA
	Technical Assistance







































































� Only in the 1st round of call under the grant scheme


� Rate of exchange 1 EUR = 28.025 CZK (as for 31.8.2007)


� Rate of exchange 1 EUR = 28.025 CZK (as for 31.8.2007)
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