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Single Programming Document for Objective 2 

of cohesion region Prague 2004 – 2006

Minutes of the 9th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC


 MINUTES OF THE 9TH SESSION OF THE SPD Obj. 2 MONITORING COMMITTEE

Date of the session:
21 November 2007 from 10:00 a.m.
Venue:
Hotel Kampa, Všehrdova 16, Praha 1, Czech Republic

Steered by:
Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D., Ing. Lumíra Kafková

Recorded by:
Ing. Hana Komoňová


Agenda of the session:
1. Introductory word of the SPD Obj. 2 chairman and discussion of the agenda of the 9th SPD Obj. 2 session
2. Introductory word of  the European Commission representative 
3. Approving the minutes of the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC
4. Interim Implementation Report on the SPD Obj. 2, information on the progress in the SPD Obj. 2
5. Information on fulfilling the SPD Obj. 2 Communications Action Plan in 2007 and the plan for 2008
6. Information on Technical Assistance, plan for 2008

7. Continuation of the SPD Obj. 2 in the new programming period 2007-13 – the Operational Programme Prague - Competitiveness 
8. A successful project in the SPD Obj. 2 – a TV documentary 
9. Miscellaneous, discussion
Number of members (substitutes) of the SPD Obj. 2 MC with a voting right: 33
Number of members (substitutes) of the SPD Obj. 2 MC present: 26
Number of members (substitutes) present with a voting right: 24

Conclusions of the session
1. SPD Obj. 2 MC approves:

· Minutes of the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC held on 1 June 2007 as per the submitted material for item 3 of the session “Minutes of the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC”.

· Plan of drawing the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance for 2008 as per the submitted material for item 6 of the session “Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance”.
2. The SPD Obj. 2 MC takes cognizance of: 

· The Interim Implementation Report of the SPD Obj. 2 as of 31 Aug 2007 submitted as a source material for item 4 of the session.

· Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Communications Action Plan as per the source material for item 5 of the session “The SPD Obj. 2 Communications Action Plan “.

· Information on continuation of the SPD Obj. 2 in the new programming period 2007-13 – Operational Programme Prague Competitiveness (OPPC).
The course of the session
Introductory word of the SPD Obj. 2 MC chairman and discussion of the agenda of the 9th MC session
Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)
Welcomed the members of the SPD Obj. 2 MC and the EC representative, Mr. Wolf. He said that the MC session was duly convened and then presented the agenda of the session.
The SPD Obj. 2 MC approves: 

The agenda of the SPD Obj. 2 MC session as proposed by the SPD Obj. 2 MC chairman.
Approved by unanimous vote.
To start he presented an important piece of information concerning the SPD Obj. 2 Interim Implementation Report – it covered the period from 30 Apr till 31 Aug 2007 and therefore it did not contain the newest data. Nevertheless, the 2005 allocation was absorbed as of 15 October and it will be officially certified on 30 November – EUR 8 mil. The N+2 target will be met. He appreciated the good work and he thanked all those who took a part in it.

Then he verified if the SPD Obj. 2 MC had a quorum – 26 members present out of the total number of 33, of that 24 members with a voting right (the necessary amount – at least 17 members with a voting right). The Deputy Půček apologized that he could not stay until the end of the session and that after his departure the session would be steered by Ing. Kafková.

Introductory word of the representatives of the European Commission
Michel Wolf (EC, DG Regio)
He thanked for the invitation to the session and apologized for the absence of Mr. Yannoussis and Mrs. Osorio who had duties in Brussels – they were preparing the programming period 2007-13 and approval of the operational programmes. Then he apologized for possible imprecision as he had not been able to prepare himself properly for the session (the work on winding up the SPD Obj. 2) due to the time constraint. 
The report concerning the progress of implementation for 2007 is disconcerting in the area of programme financing, the N+2 seems to be on a good way but it appears in the EC that the financial situation based on two payment claims – at EUR 11 mil. – is somewhat lower against last year when the EC saw realised expenditure for 2005 at EUR 14 mil. 
Another problem is the imbalanced absorption of the two main axes. Axis no. 1 has absorbed 2/3, nevertheless axis no. 2 has the largest impact on the SPD Obj. 2 (innovation, partnership of private and public sector) and it corresponds most with the Lisbon strategy (a part of the new programming period). All that is from the report as of 31 Aug 2007, it concerns certified expenditure, the EC is aware of the weak performance and the several reasons behind it.
EC is also concerned that it is no longer possible to transfer funding among the particular actions, the situation is blocked at the level of the financing plan of the programme – only modifications of the programme for 2008 remain, and the better performing axis needs to be chosen. The EC must review the budget. It is complicated to win a new discussion if the programme is not able to absorb all funding; we therefore must act so that it is clear that the funding has been properly utilised (in the report for the European Court of Auditors).
To conclude he commented on the next interim report which would serve as a basis for the preparation of the final report (as of 30 Jun 2009): it would be good to re-assess the contents of the reports – more recent update, more details on the physical implementation of the programme, physical progress and indicators. It is also necessary to explain the terms used in some indicators. In some indicators the set goals were exceeded, in others the goals were not achieved, some values are not quantified, the surveys on impact indicators are separated (they are not quantified during the project implementation) – lesson for the new programming period: it is necessary to set the indicators so that their values can be measured immediately and their effectiveness can be determined.

Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)
Thanked Mr. Wolf for his introductory word. He said that the situation was now complicated – at the moment, work was being done on both the old and the new programming period. The CR has therefore asked Mr. Yannoussis, if possible, to use to the maximum the capacity for launching the new programming period. We perceive the concern of the EC and we realize the risks, nevertheless, the N+2 target for this year will be met and steps are taken to ensure the programme funding is purposefully absorbed.

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)
Responded to the words of Mr. Wolf. Although certain negative evaluation of the SPD Obj. 2 was heard, two certifications of expenditure were made in 2007 (as of 30 Apr and 30 Sep 2007), another certification as of 30 Nov 2007 will push the programme implementation significantly forward. Nevertheless, it is mentioned in the Interim Report (in the SMT) that we have projects approved for 102% of the programme allocation, and so we are already touching the 2006 allocation and the EC therefore has no reason to be disconcerted. The certifications are done as they are, and the 2005 allocation is being absorbed, the expenditure was refunded to final beneficiaries already as of 15 Oct 2007, it will be done technically in the 30 Nov 2007 certification at over EUR 8 mil. which will be sent to the EC and that will mean full absorption of the 2005 allocation.
The SPD Obj. 2 MA monitors not only the actual absorption but also other aspects of management and there are no concerns that the 2006 allocation will not be absorbed. At the same time, the monitoring indicators are carefully watched so that the programme objectives are achieved in the end and the indicators fulfilled. Already now the target values of some indicators are exceeded.

Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)
Thanked Ing. Kafková for explanation and he passed the floor to her for the next item of the agenda – approval of the minutes of the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC.
Approving the minutes of the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC
Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)
Said that the 8th session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC took place on 1 June 2007. The SPD Obj. 2 MC members received the minutes on 15 Jun 2007 and could raise their objections to the minutes by 22 Jun 2007. Then she briefly presented the contents of the minutes. 
The SPD Obj. 2 MC approves: 

The minutes of the 8th SPD Obj. 2 MC session as per the submitted material for item 3 of the session.
Approved by unanimous vote.
Interim Implementation Report on the SPD Obj. 2, information on the progress in the SPD Obj. 2 

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)
First she mentioned that the SPD Obj. 2 Interim Report was drawn up for the period from 30 Apr 2007 to 31 Aug 2007. The structure of the report is based on the EC requirements, it is described in the form of the Standard Monitoring Table and in that it respects the EC requirement. It is interesting to note that 403 projects are being implemented, of that 287 actions, and when comparing the received and rejected projects, the programme has 71% success rate.
Then she presented the important milestones of the programme over the period reported:

- in 2007, two certifications of expenditure were made (5th and 6th certification) at an amount exceeding EUR 11 mil., the 7th certification as of 30 Nov 2007 will cover more than EUR 8 mil. It is apparent from that, that the programme has moved forward in values. The project administration has speeded up, the periods for settling the claims have shortened, the SPD Obj. 2 MA respects the instructions of the National Fund – it respects the regular certifications, i.e. also the certification as of 30 Nov 2007;

- the 2005 allocation is absorbed;
- an important fact in the programme implementation were 2 reorganisations of the SPD Obj. 2 MA, which took place in April (the SPD Obj. 2 MA also served as the MA for the JROP and IOP) and in June (a new department was formed – CSF, JROP and SPD Obj. 2, focused on the period 2004 - 2006, the IOP was separated).
She then pointed out the terms used in the SMT. The data in “Projects under examination” included reserve projects but at the end of November the reserve projects would be excluded from the system and the data will be more objective. Then she presented a detailed status of implementation in the particular measures of the SPD Obj. 2 programme.

 (For detailed information see the presentation “SPD Obj. 2 Interim Implementation Report” submitted at the session).
Brief summary:

Priority 1 – Revitalization and development of the urban environment 
In priority 1, contracts have been concluded with all 74 projects approved, all projects exceed the allocation by 4 %, the realised expenditure reaches 50 % of the allocation.

Measure 1.1 – Transport systems supporting the transformation of the urban environment
In measure 1.1, a total of 15 projects have been approved (submitted mainly by the City of Prague and the Transport Company), the approved projects reach  96 % of the total allocation for the measure, the  total realised expenditure reaches 61 % of the total allocation. Most monitoring indicators have already exceeded their target values.
Measure 1.2 – Regeneration of damaged and unsuitably used areas
In measure 1.2 the approved projects reach 114 %, the realised expenditure amounts to 26 %, but it will increase at the end of the year after the projects under implementation are completed. The final beneficiaries are mainly the City of Prague and the boroughs. Most monitoring indicators will be fulfilled. 
Measure 1.3 – Public infrastructure improving the quality of life mainly in housing estates  Measure 1.3 has 34 approved projects. The allocation has been exceeded. The final beneficiaries are mainly boroughs, the City of Prague and non-profit and non-governmental organisations. The values of most monitoring indicators have been exceeded already. 
Priority 2 – Creating conditions for future prosperity of selected territories 
Priority 2 is 100 % covered by approved projects in its total allocation, the expenditure refunded to final beneficiaries forms 30 % as of 31 Aug 2007. There is a wide range of final beneficiaries.
Measure 2.1 – Improving the quality of partnership between the public and private non-profit sector, science and research
In measure 2.1 the final beneficiaries are the City of Prague, NGOs, natural persons and legal entities etc. Monitoring indicators are being fulfilled less but e.g. in gross jobs the value will increase in time because the duty to create jobs is within 1 year of the end of project implementation and at the moment none of the projects has been finished for more than 1 year.
Measure 2.2 – Support of SMEs; favourable business environment
Measure 2.2 includes two sub-measures – 2.2.1 aid schemes for SME development and 2.2.2 favourable business environment – but here we describe the overall situation for the whole measure 2.2. The approved projects reach 106 %, realized expenditure reaches 46 % of the total allocation. A problem could occur with fulfilling the monitoring indicator “Assisted SMEs” because the final beneficiaries did not show enough interest and it seems this indicator will not be fulfilled.
Measure 2.3 – Development of strategic services to support information society in Prague 
In measure 2.3 projects are implemented mainly by boroughs, 88 % of the allocation has been absorbed, there is low certification but this should be assessed only at the end of the year after the 30 Nov 2007 certification. The target values of some indicators have been largely exceeded.
Priority 3 – Technical assistance
Priority 3 – Technical assistance is missing but it will be discussed in detail later under item 6 of the agenda. Measure 3.1 allocation has been absorbed in 73 %, measure 3.2 allocation in 71 % - data as of 31 Aug 2007.

The Managing Authority is working on the winding up of the programme, it is necessary to plan the sub-steps, the schedule of the particular steps has been prepared, the projects under implementation should be wound up by 30 June 2008. The annual and final reports must be finished by mid 2009.
Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)

Thanked Ing. Kafková for presenting the Interim Report and he opened a discussion on the topic. 

Ing. Jan Vavřička (Ministry of Finance, National Fund)

Specified the periods in which regular certifications are made – at the end of April, August and December – nevertheless, based on an agreement with the Managing Authority and the Paying and Certifying Authority (PCA) the August certification was moved to the end of September so that we could receive maximum amount of funding from the EC by the end of 2007, and at the same time the December certification was moved to the end of November so that the N+2 target for the 2005 allocation was met.

At present, the accounting system of the MoF has recorded EUR 9.622 mil. which is enough to meet the N+2 target. As part of the programme winding up, the PCA will make a certification at the beginning of 2009 if necessary, to certify expenditure refunded as of 31 Dec 2008.

PhDr. Milan Turba (City of Prague)

Specified that it was not so easy to fulfil the monitoring indicators due to complicated setting of the target values of the indicators at the beginning of the programme –that was one of the most difficult tasks in the programme preparation. For that reason, the fulfilment of indicators will never be pure. At the same time he hoped that in the new programming period it would be possible to learn a lesson and set them better.
Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)

Thanked for a contribution to the topic and agreed with the difficulties at the beginning of the programme.
Michel Wolf (EK, DG Regio)

Said that if the plan was realised and exceeded at the level of reserves, it was positive news. He admitted that the situation could really have changed since the date of the Interim Report as of 31 Aug 2007, and if that has happened, the current data need to be received. Tables on pages 30 and 36 show nearly zero certifications as of 31 Aug and he was concerned about that. But he remained optimistic concerning number of selected projects. At the same time he asked for an explanation about the SMEs, because all indicators cannot be defined. He added that if the programme implementation did not match the original estimates it was not so serious and he would like to hear an explanation for the table on p. 31 – what was the reason for the weak action of SMEs? Is the interest of SMEs really so small? SMEs are a very important vector of the economy. And the same case is on p. 41 (technology, communication, IT). He would like to discuss the analysis of the particular indicators and to understand how the programme has functioned compared to the expectations.
Ing. Milan Půček, MBA, Ph.D. (chairman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, Deputy Minister for Regional Development)

Thanked Mr. Wolf and emphasised that the Interim Report was drawn up as of 31 Aug 2007 and it reflected reality as of 31 Aug 2007 and of course since then many changes have occurred.
Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Responded to the questions of Mr. Wolf. The SPD Obj. 2 MA sends regularly once in 2 months to the EC the latest data in the form of the SMT. Concerning the requirement of current data Ing. Kafková said that in the past sessions of the SPD Obj. 2 MC the EC requested that the presented data should be coherent with the submitted source materials in order to avoid confusion – i.e. the EC did not want current data at the SPD Obj. 2 MC session, the EC receives it on a monthly basis in the SMT.

Concerning the low certification for SMEs Ing. Kafková said that the reason was that the Interim Report as of 31 Aug 2007 basically included only one certification from April 2007 while the situation now is quite different as a result of the certification made on 30 Sep 2007. The non-achievement of the target values for SMEs can be caused by the financial aspect of the projects where 50 % co-financing is required, which is a lot. And problems with fulfilling the SME values appear for that reason in other programmes too.
Mgr. Patricia Tiso Ferulíková (Prague City Hall)
Said that the Prague City Hall did not perceive a lack of interest by SMEs, all funding in the aid scheme (AS) will be absorbed, 68 projects of SMEs are being implemented at the moment.

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Agreed with Mrs. Ferulíková concerning the actions under ASs and specified that in the Interim Report, the values for actions under ASs were not included in this indicator. The data will be in the Interim Report corrected.
SPD Obj. 2 MC takes cognizance of:

The Interim Implementation Report of the SPD Obj. 2 submitted as a source material for item 4 of the session.

Information on fulfilling the SPD Obj. 2 Communications Action Plan in 2007, the plan for 2008

Ing. Rostislav Mazal (SPD Obj. 2 MA, deputy director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

To start he said that the CAP activities no longer focused on calls for proposals but on project implementers and on the lay public where the programme needed to be promoted. The CAP reflects the advanced stage of the programme implementation.

CAP in 2007 - MA
The best evaluated activities include the website, the section We present… where the applicants themselves can upload their successful projects. It is also useful for journalists writing about the Structural Funds. A standard tool are press releases issued by the Managing Authority or the Prague City Hall, describing important milestones of the programme – this tool will be used also in 2008. Another tool is the TV documentary on successful projects – after the success of the TV documentary on the project in Dolní Počernice, another TV documentary was made on the project of VOSA, which will be shown at the end of the session. Other CAP tools – visits of the representatives of implementing bodies to openings of new projects, an info line.
CAP in 2007 – intermediate bodies
Website, press releases, specialised articles and the press. In this respect, the cooperation with the Prague City Hall and the CRD is greatly appreciated.
CAP plan for 2008

Photographic documentation of successful projects, which became good practice in the JROP, and itinerant exhibition of successful projects together with the JROP.

The CAP plan for 2008 is roughly CZK 1 mil.

For detailed information on the CAP see the submitted material and presentation for item 5 of the session “Communications Action Plan of the SPD Obj. 2 for 2007, the plan for 2008”. 
SPD Obj. 2 MC takes cognizance of:

Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Communications Action Plan as per the source material for item 5 of the session “Communications Action Plan of the SPD Obj. 2”.
Technical Assistance Plan for 2008

Ing. Rostislav Mazal (SPD Obj. 2 MA, deputy director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Ing. Mazal specified that the MA informed the SPD Obj. 2 Monitoring Committee regularly about Technical Assistance. Technical Assistance is funding that is used by the Managing Authority and the intermediate bodies for efficient management of the programme. It has two sub-measures: 3.1 (e.g. paying for the costs of the SPD Obj. 2 MC session, the final reports of the programme, salaries of staff) and 3.2 (e.g. paying for the information system, evaluation, training). The TA implementation is governed by the TA Manual. The examples of selected projects include e.g. the hiring of new staff for the MA and the CRD.
Drawing in 2007 – CZK 6.13 mil. from the state budget, CZK 7.8 mil. refunded.

The plan of drawing the TA for 2008, based on the sum of projects, is CZK 26.935 mil. (including the costs of the programme continuation).

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)
Thanked Ing. Mazal for information on Technical Assistance and invited the members to comment on the topic, mainly the TA plan for 2008, which the MC approves.
For more detailed information on the Technical Assistance see the submitted material and presentation “Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance”.
MC SPD Obj. 2 approves: 

The plan of drawing the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance in 2008 as per the source material for item 6 of the session “Information on the SPD Obj. 2 Technical Assistance”. 
Approved by unanimous vote.
Continuation of the SPD Obj. 2 in the new programming period 2007-13 – Operational Programme Prague – Competitiveness (OPPC)
Mgr. Patricia Tiso Ferulíková (Prague City Hall)
Presented the new OPPC, it is expected to be approved by the EC in the nearest days or weeks.
Brief summary:

Main differences between the SPD Obj. 2 and the OPPC, the priority axes and Objectives, financial framework of the OPPC, contents, co-financing, schedule of launching the OPPC, project selection.

Detailed information on the OPPC is in the presentation “Operational Programme Prague – Competitiveness” presented at the session).
Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)
Thanked for the presentation and added that it was important to receive from the EC an opinion on the programme as soon as possible so that it could start being implemented.

Ing. Zdeněk Davídek (Administrative district of the City of Prague 9)

Asked who determined the financial allocation for the particular measures.

Mgr. Patricia Tiso Ferulíková (Prague City Hall)

Answered that intensive discussions were held with the EC concerning the distribution of the allocation and for that reason a large part of the funding was earmarked for science and research (to fulfil the goals of the Lisbon strategy).

Ing. Zdeněk Davídek (Administrative district of the City of Prague 9)

Said that in his opinion Prague did not need such a high allocation for science and research, on the contrary in some programmes (e.g. reducing the energy consumption of enterprises) the allocation was far too low.

Ivan Liška (Administrative district of the City of Prague 20)

Added that Prague still had boroughs without sufficiently equipped infrastructure (e.g. sewerage system), in Prague 20 there were 514 houses not connected to the sewerage system, and so he also considered the distribution of the allocation to the particular programmes to be imbalanced.
JUDr. Helena Chudomelová (deputy mayor, Administrative district of the City of Prague 12)
Supported the opinions expressed by her colleagues from the boroughs, also the borough of Prague 12 had similar problems – 1,500 houses not connected to the sewerage system. She too pleaded for a change in the allocation of funds to the particular programmes if that was still possible during the current negotiations with the EC.

N/A
Asked how it was possible that dates for January 2008 were discussed only in November 2007 for the period 2007-13, which means a delay, he would like to know who was to blame.

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Responded to the issue of delay – negotiation of the OP was a long-term process, also the EC capacity was limited. There is no point in identifying persons guilty for the delay at this session.

Mgr. Patricia Tiso Ferulíková (Prague City Hall)

Confirmed the words of Ing. Kafková, the negotiation was a long process, it had taken two years already. But concerning the allocation, she was not afraid that the funds would not be absorbed because the allocation was small and there was the new rule n+3.

Michel Wolf (EC, DG Regio)

Thanked Mgr. Ferulíková for her complex presentation and then commented on the comments raised and questions of the SPD Obj. 2 MC members. In the new programming period, there are new aspects – the programme is a part of the National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF), which was drawn up by the Czech Republic and was intensively discussed among the competent bodies. The EC negotiated the NSRF for the CR and the particular OPs should take the NSRF strategy into account. The Structural Funds are limited and it is not possible for them to cover all needs of the member state. In the period 2007-2013, the CR will receive more than EUR 25 bil.
He said that the member states were asked to comply with the principles of the Göteborg and Lisbon strategies, i.e. to support science and research, otherwise the objectives set in the Lisbon strategy can be hardly achieved. The objectives are ambitious and will be difficult to achieve but the Structural Funds must be used precisely for achieving those objectives. The Göteborg strategy promoting sustainable development, the environment etc. is of course important too. And although new member states do not have to achieve the same level in terms of innovation as the old member states, they should not lag behind in this area.
He added that the SF cannot support everything, and it is therefore necessary to set priorities. An important aspect is flexibility in the new programming period – the n+3 rule, which will facilitate a simpler start of the new programmes.

Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Thanked Mr. Wolf for his contribution and added that the CR realised the necessity to fulfil the Göteborg and Lisbon objectives. Nevertheless, the need to co-finance projects paid from the EU may result in a lack of money for such basic needs of the City as specified by the representatives of the boroughs.

Ing. Zdeněk Davídek (Administrative district of the City of Prague 9)

Added that based on the previous contribution of Mr. Wolf it seemed that the Lisbon strategy was 7 times more important for the EC than the Göteborg strategy.

Michel Wolf (EC, DG Regio)

Replied to the words of Mr. Davídek – from the viewpoint of the EU, both strategies were equally important. The economic development is a base, but its aim will not be achieved if sustainable development is not achieved. Both these principles must be in harmony. The last note on using the EU funds is that apart from the Structural Funds the CR can use also money from the Cohesion Fund.
SPD Obj. 2 MC takes cognizance of:

Information on the continuation of the SPD Obj. 2 in the new programming period 2007-13 – Operational Programme Prague - Competitiveness. 

Successful project under the SPD Obj. 2
Showing a TV documentary on a successful project implemented under the SPD Obj. 2 – construction of a public leisure and sports area (VOSA) in Prague 12.
Miscellaneous, discussion
Ing. Lumíra Kafková (vice-chairwoman of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, director of the SPD Obj. 2 MA)

Thanked the persons present for their participation in the session. On behalf of the SPD Obj. 2 MA she promised to exert maximum efforts to administer all the projects in as short time as possible so that the programme allocation is successfully absorbed.

Michel Wolf (EC, DG Regio)

Thanked for being welcome at the session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC, he would be glad to take part in the next MC and hoped there would be a reason for joy over the progress in the programme implementation.

The next session of the SPD Obj. 2 MC will take place in the spring of 2008 unless the situation requires an earlier convening.
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